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and, though he be a genius, he must take his chance.
The university must be retrospective. The gale that
gives direction to the vanes on all its towers blows
out of antiquity, Oxford is a library, and the
professors must be librarians. And I should as soon
think of quarrelling with the janitor for not magnify-
ing his office by hostile sallies into the street, like the
Governor of Kertch or Kinburn, as of quarrelling
with the professors for not admiring the young
neologists who pluck the beards of Euclid and
Aristotle, or for not attempting themselves to fill
their vacant shelves as original writers.

It is easy to carp at colleges, and the college, if we
will wait for it, will have its own turn. Genius
exists there also, but will not answer a call of a
committee of the House of Commons. It is rare,
precarious, eccentric, and darkling. England is the
land of mixture and surprise, and when you have
settled it that the universities are moribund, out
comes a poetic influence from the heart of Oxford, to
mould the opinions of cities, to build their houses as
simply as birds their nests, to give veracity to art,
and charm mankind, as an appeal to moral order
always must. But besides this restorative genius,
the best poetry of England of this age, in the old
forms, comes from two graduates of Cambridge.